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United States Department of the Interior

CFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washingion. DO 20040

Mr. Yakima K Duas

Sheep Ranch Rancheriz of MiWok Indians of Califormia
11178 Shesp Ranck Rd.

P.O. Bax 4]

Sheep Ranch, Califernia 95250

Dear Me. Dixie

T am writing in response W your appeal filed with the office of the Assistant Scererary —
Indian Afairs ca October 30, 2003, In decidiog this appeal. | am exercising authonty dejegaied
10 me from: the Assisiant Secretary - Indian Affairs pursuant 0 205 DM 83 and [12DM B2 o
ot sppeal, vou chalienged (he Burssu of Indian Affain’ ("BIA™) recognition of Syivia Burley &s
mibal Chaurmar and sought 10 "pulify™ ber admission, and the admission of her daughter and
grenddaughters intc your Tribe. Althouph your appeal raises maoy difficult issuss, [ must
disgniss it on procedural grounds.

Your apoeal of the BIA's recognition of Ms. Burley as tnibal Chairman has bees, rendercd
moot by the BIA's decision of March 26, 2004, a copy of which is eaclosed, rejecting the Tribe's
PFoposed corstitution. !n that lenee, the BIA mads clear that the Federal government did aot
recogize Ms Eurley 2i e mbal Chainnan Ratber, the BIA would recopnize her 15 “2 persca
of mu=hocity within California Valley Miwok Tribe ™ Uatl such time as the Tribe bas arganized.
Wt Fedoml govarnment can recoguize no oo¢, ncloding yourself, &s e tibal Chaimen. [
encourage you, sither In conjunction with Ms. Burley, other thbsl members, or potental wibel
mimsers, 1o contmue your fforts to crganize the Tobe aloog the hnes outlined in the Masrch 26,
2004, lenter 3o that the Tribe can becorre organized snd egjoy the full benefits of Federal
recogrution. The first step in orgamizing the Tribe 15 identifying putative nibal members. [f you
necd puidance or assistance, Ray Fry, (916) 930-37%4, of the Central California Agency of the
BIA can sdvise you bow lo go about deing this.

In addifon, your appeal W oy sifice was procecurally defective because il raised 1ssues
that had not beea raised af lower levels of the sdministrative appeal procsss. In May 2003, you
contacted (e BlA 1o rogacst assistance i prepering aa apped. of the BlA's recogzation of Ms.
Duricy 2s mbal Chainman. You spesifically staed ths: you wiae not Sling o formal Notice of
Appeal 1o Jums 2003, you filed an “Appeal of inaction of official ™ pursuant to 25 CF.R §2.8,
with the Central California Agoocy Supcrimendent challenging the BIA's failure © respond 10
Je= rquest for wssisance. In Augunt 2003, vou fled ancther “Appeal of inaction of official”
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with ihe Acang Regionsl Direcior challenging the failure of the Supermmendent 10 respond w0
your appeal of the BIA's inaction. Your appeal with my office, however, was not aa “Appeal of
inacsion of official.” Rather, your “Notise of Appeal” challsoged the BIA's recogmtion of Ms.
Burley as mibel Chairmas and sough: 1o nullify the Tnbe’s adoption of her and her family
members. Those issucs were not raised below. They are not, therafore, properly before me.

Ip addition, your appeal appears 10 be uatimely. In 1999, you st chalienged the BiA's
recognition of s, Butley as Chainman of the Tnbe In February 2000, the BIA wnformed you
that it defers 1o wibal resolution of such issues. On July 18, 2001, vou filed & lawsuit against Ms.
Buricy in the United Swates District Court for the Eastern District of California challenging har
purporied leadership of the Tribe Or Japuary 24, 2002, the distnet cowrt disrussed vour lgwsuit,
withoul prejusice and with leave ¥ amend, becsuse you had not exbausted your adminisvative
remedies by appealing the BIA's February 2000 decision. After the court’s January 24, 2002.
order, you shonid have pursued your sdministranve remedies with the BIA. histead, you wafed
aAlmost 3 year 304 a half, untl June 2003, before misiag your claun with the Buresa. As = resuls
of your delay in pursuing your sdmisismative sppeal afisr the count's January 24, 2002, crder,
your appeal before me is tme bamed.

I= hghe of the BIA's lensr of March 26, 2004, thar the Tribe is not an organized tibe,
howsver, the BLA doss pot recogmize aoy risal govermnment. aad therefore, cannot defer 10 wny
writal dispue resolwion process at this tms. | understand that & Mr. Troy M., Woodward has
=5 hims=if oul &5 an Adniiaistranve Hesring Officer £ the Tribe and purported to conduct &
Scaring o resolve your complaint agamst Ms. Buricy. Please be advised thal the BIA doss not
recognize Mr. Woodward as a aibal official or hus hearing process as a legitimate wibal forum.
Should otker fssucs arise with respect to tribel leadsrship or membership in the furure, thesefore,
your zppeal would propezly lie exclusively with the BIA.

Pl

Michae! D. Olsen
Pri::_nrpﬂ Depuly
Acting Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs
Enclogurs
ec:  Sylvia Budey
Troy M. Woodward, Euq.
Thomas %. Walfrum, Rsg.
Chadd Evoronc

LEG#-80%-202 USsdiT @aoluR[ Bg2:t11 S0 k1 924



