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California Valley Miwok Tribe, California 
(formerly the Sheep Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of California)

11178 Sheep Ranch Rd.; Sheep Ranch, California 95250
209-728-8726

{www.californiavalleymiwok.com}

April 23, 2007

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Regarding Tribal Organization

<FirstName> <LastName>
<Address>
<ZipCode>
<Phone>

The person, to whom this letter is addressed, register with us as a possible member of this Tribe.

As a result of some 7 years in the struggle of Yakima Dixie (the ancestral authority for the Tribe)
to regain his rightful authority and to organize the Tribe for the benefits of the Miwok commu-
nity, the Bureau of Indian Affairs has issued a Public Notice which is included herein.

Briefly, this Public Notice says the following.  If you are a lineal descendant of one or more of
the 14 individuals who are named in the Public Notice, then you may qualify as being a "putative
member" for the purposes of participating in the organization of the Tribe.  See the Public Notice
for the names of those individuals.

If you so qualify and if you wish to be considered as a "putative member", then you must do
what the Public Notice requires.

  Contact, by letter or by phone, one of the BIA agents who are named in the Notice and
request that they send to you the necessary forms for submitting your genealogy.  This
form is "OMB#1076-0153 Bureau of Indian Affairs, Request for Certificate of Degree of
Indian or Alaska Native Blood".

  Follow the instructions and have this in the mail before May 25, 2007.

  For your convenience, we are enclosing, in this letter, a copy of what you should be
receiving from the BIA so that you can get working on the genealogy as soon as possible.
Make Xerox copies for your drafts and keep this master in case you need to file it.  If for
some reason the BIA does not forward to you the forms, then go head and complete the
ones which we have included.  In any event, do not miss the May 25th dead-line.

  Please send a copy to us of what you submit to the BIA, using the enclosed envelope.
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We do not have the resources to assist you in your genealogy, so if you are unable to understand
the process, you might want to hire a professional or ask a relative to help.  

The genealogy is simply who are/were your parents, who are/were your parents' parents (i.e.,
grandparents), and who are/were your parents' parents' parents (i.e., great grand-parents)?  Take
it as far back as you can.

If you cannot trace you lineal descent to one of the 14 named individuals but you still believe
that you are a member of this tribe, then go ahead and complete your genealogy and send it in to
both the BIA and to us.

This letter is issued under the authority of:
  
Yakima K. Dixie, Chief
Velma WhiteBear, Executive Director
Antonia Lopez, Secretary

Please send correspondence or inquiries to:

Chadd Everone, Deputy
2140 Shattuck Avenue #602
Berkeley, California 94704
510-486-1314

Enclosures:  

1)   Public Notice from the Ledger Dispatch of April 11, 2007.
2)   OMB #1076-0-153.
3)   A Brief History.
4)   BIA letter to Silvia Burley.
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A Brief History Of The Tribe

The Sheep Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of California was first identified in 1915 by the
Federal government, who purchased a small plot of land for homeless Indians in the township of
Sheep Ranch, California.  The government chose that site because it was closer to possible work
for the Indians; and 12 individual Indians were identified as being members.  In 2005, the name
of the Tribe was changed to: "California Valley Miwok Tribe, California ".  A fairly accurate
history of the Tribe is provided by the Regional Director of the BIA in his letter to Silvia Burley
of April 2, 2007 and in the section entitled "Background"; thus, it does not need to be repeated
here.  In that letter of April 2, 2007 to Silvia Burley, the Regional Director rejects her attempt to
interfere with and prevent the organizational process.  

The events surrounding Ms. Burley's attempt to usurp tribal authority was not covered in the
Directors letter; and thus, I will review that here. 

In 1966, the BIA identified Mable Hodge Dixie to be the sole Indian of authority for the Tribe.
By that time, the various families who had lived on the ancestral property had dispersed; and
Mable, a descendant of Peter Hodge (one of the original members) was the only one to reside on
the land.  Upon her death in 1971, the tribal authority went to her oldest son, Richard Dixie, and
upon his death in about 1980, the authority went to the second eldest son, Yakima Dixie.
Yakima has been the sole resident on the land ever since.  In Miwok tradition, the Chieftanship
of a tribe goes through the male line; and this tribe (until the forth coming re-organization which
is now underway) continues to be organized under Miwok tradition.  Consequently, Yakima
Dixie became the Chief of or Hereditary Spokesperson for the Tribe.  

No one, family members or the BIA, cared much about the Tribe until Indian gaming became a
prospect.  For about 19 years, between 1980 to early 1999, the BIA recognized Yakima Dixie as
the sole authority for the Tribe.  In about 1997, Silvia Burley visited Yakima at Sheep Ranch and
asked if he would give her tribal status so that she and her children might receive medical and educational
benefits from the government.  Burley had requested tribal status from several other Miwok tribes in
adjacent counties; but they rejected her.  Silvia is a remote relative of Yakima; however, he had never met
her nor had she ever been part of the Tribe nor was she and her family involved much in the broader
Indian community.  Yakima said that he would consider giving her tribal status; but nothing concrete
happened until September 1998, when Silvia and two BIA agents visited Yakima at Sheep Ranch and
obtained his verbal consent to admit Silvia.  As you can see from the Regional Directors letter to Silvia
(in the "Discussion" section starting on page 2), it was never really confirmed that Yakima properly
admitted Silvia into the Tribe.  Nonetheless, a deal was struck in which Yakima would give tribal status to
Silvia so that she and her children might receive government benefits; and, in return, Silvia would help
Yakima organize the Tribe to benefit the broader Indian community.  Soon thereafter, Silvia began repre-
senting herself as the authority for the Tribe and she submitted a document to the BIA which indicated
that Yakima resigned is position authority.  Yakima claims that he never signed such a document; and a
hand-writing expert thinks that it is likely that the document was forged.  Also, for a variety of other
reasons, the hereditary Chief cannot resign his position of authority.  Nonetheless, the BIA started treating
Silvia as the authority and State and Federal government money began going to the Tribe in Silvia's
custody.  To date, she has garnered over $6 million, virtually of which has been conveyed to herself and
her family with nothing going to organize the Tribe nor benefit the Miwok community which rightfully
belongs to this Tribe.  Silvia completely neglected Yakima and did everthing possible to sabotage him;
and has behaved in the same manner to other rightful members.  She even disenrolled Yakima and
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submitted to the BIA a constitution which listed herself and daughters as being the only members of the
Tribe - acts which the BIA completely rejected.  In every way, Silvia has behaved in a mean spirited and
nasty manner; and if she were ever able to gain control of the tribe she certainly would mustreat and
disenroll anyone would was not strictly obedient to her whim.  She has been completely incompetent in
managing the tribe and was sued for fraud by a prospective developer.   It has only been since Yakima's
challeng has gained credence with the BIA that Silvia has started to pretend that she is sincere in organiz-
ing the Tribe.

In late 1999, two non-Indians by the name of Bill Martin and LeRoi Chapelle became aware of the Tribe
and visited Yakima at Sheep Ranch to open discussion about developing a casino for the Tribe.  They
formed an organization, which later became known as Friends of Yakima, Inc. (Friends), and made an
agreement with Yakima; however, upon checking with the BIA about the Tribe, it was discovered that,
unknown to Yakima, Silvia Burley had substituted herself for him as the authority.  Thus, began a long,
laborious, and costly appeal of the BIA's recognition of Silvia Burley as the authority for the Tribe.  In
2002, someone attempted to murder Yakima; and he was severely injured.  Albert Avalos (another
member of Friends) and his family nursed Yakima back to health.  In early 2003, Chadd Everone
(Friends) initiated the formal Appeal within the BIA.   Also, the BIA recommended to Yakima to locate
some close relatives (preferrably ones who had lived on the land at Sheep Ranch) who would be loyal to
him and to organize the Tribe so that a Secretarial Supervised Election could be held.  In that respect, Bill
Martin (Friends) made inquiries about Yakima's relatives and discovered Velma WhiteBear.  Velma is a
close relative of Yakima, who lived at Sheep Ranch for some 5 years along with her siblings, who is a
competent executive (being a State Director of the California Indian Manpower Initiative), who is deeply
involved in Indian affairs, and who is an authority on the history of the Tribe and its families.  Velma
agreed to assemble a Tribal Council of authentic members of the Tribe who would be loyal to Yakima
and who would organize the tribe in the best interest of the broader community which belongs to the
Tribe.   The Tribal Counsel which Velma assembled included the following individuals:
Yakim Dixie, Melvin Dixie, Velma WhiteBear, Dquiita Boire, Antone Azevedo, Patricia Williams (now
deceased), Shirely Wilson, Iva Carsoner, Evelyn Wilson, Antonia Lopez, and Michael Mendibles.  Since
2003, the Council has met monthly, been involved in the negotiations with the BIA, started a Miwok
language group and ceremonial dance group, and initiated various tribal programs.

The formal Appeal within the BIA and the parallel organization of the Tribe has culminated in the BIA
making a firm decision to move forward with the organization of the Tribe, and is evidence by their publi-
cation of the Public Notice. 

Chadd Everone
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California Valley Miwok Tribe, California 
(a.k.a. Sheep Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of California)

RESOLUTION 2011-04-30
(The Base-Enrollment of Members for Organizing the Tribe)

WHEREAS, the California Valley Miwok Tribe ("Tribe"), also known as the Sheep
Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of California, is a federally recognized Indian tribe;

WHEREAS, the Tribe is governed by its Tribal Council, which consists of the under-
signed Council members;

WHEREAS, the Tribe in 2006 adopted criteria defining those individuals who are eligi-
ble for membership in the Tribe, which include the lineal descendants of known historical
members of the Tribe;

WHEREAS, the Tribal Council directed that all individuals who meet the membership
criteria, and desire membership in the Tribe, should submit membership applications to the
Tribe with supporting information that demonstrates the basis for their claim to membership;

WHEREAS, the Tribal Council has reviewed each of the membership applications for
consistency with the Tribe's membership criteria and has enrolled those individuals who meet
the membership criteria; and

WHEREAS, the Tribe has maintained accurate records of enrollment actions and
maintains an up-to-date roster of all those individuals who are currently enrolled as members
in the Tribe;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that:

The Tribal Council declares and certifies that the individuals named in the attached
Tribal Membership Roster constitute the current adult membership of the Tribe as of the effec-
tive date of this Resolution; and

Any individuals not named in the attached Tribal membership roster, who meet the
Tribe's membership criteria and who desire membership in the Tribe, may submit applications
for membership to the Tribal Council. The Tribal Council will review all applications for
consistency with the Tribe's membership criteria and will continue to update the Tribal
membership roster as needed.
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VERIFICATION

We, the undersigned, as a majority of the Tribal Counsel of the California Valley Miwok
Tribe, California (also known as the Sheep Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of
California) do, hereby, certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted at a duly convened
meeting on April 30, 2011 or otherwise on the designated date of signing.   

Date:Date:

Antone AzevedoIva Carsoner

Approved: (  ) yes (  ) no (  ) Abstained (  )Approved: (  ) yes (  ) no (  ) Abstained (  )

Date:Date:

Shirley M. WilsonEvelyn Wilson

Approved: (  ) yes (  ) no (  ) Abstained (  )Approved: (  ) yes (  ) no (  ) Abstained (  )

Date:Date:

Michael MendiblesAntonia Lopez, Secretary

Approved: (  ) yes (  ) no (  ) Abstained (  )Approved: (  ) yes (  ) no (  ) Abstained (  )

Date:Date:

Velma WhiteBear, Executive DirectorYakima K. Dixie, Chief

Approved: (  ) yes (  ) no (  ) Abstained (  )Approved: (  ) yes (  ) no (  ) Abstained (  )
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Adult Individuals (age 18 and over) on the Tribal Membership Roster are listed below.
Also, the Roster includes 350+ children, but they are not listed herein.  This list was
reviewed and validated at the Tribal Council Meeting on April 30, 2011.

CaliforniaStocktonCarsonerDaniel28

CaliforniaSacramentoCarrilloRoberta27

CaliforniaSacramentoCarrilloLynette26

CaliforniaWilseyvilleCalderonDaniel25

CaliforniaWest PointBurleyM.Crystal24

CaliforniaWest PointBurleyA.Christopher23

CaliforniaWest PointBurleyD.Alex22

CaliforniaStocktonBrooksK.Joseph21

CaliforniaStocktonBrooksJonathan20

CaliforniaStocktonBrooksT.Anjonae19

CaliforniaWilseyvilleBrabbinL.Ramona 18

CaliforniaStocktonBobianMichael17

CaliforniaWest PointBazarRuby16

CaliforniaSacramentoBarron, Jr.Tina15

CaliforniaSacramentoBarronManoloVincent14

CaliforniaSacramentoBarronAzevedoTina13

CaliforniaGaltBarronLorraine12

CaliforniaSacramentoBarronRaulJuanito11

CaliforniaSacramentoBarronA.Alejandro10

CaliforniaSacramentoBanuelosMonica9

CaliforniaNorth HighlandsAzevedo, Jr.Antone8

CaliforniaNorth HighlandsAzevedoCecilia7

CaliforniaStocktonAzevedoAshley6

CaliforniaNorth HighlandsAzevedoAntone5

CaliforniaRocklinAvina, Jr.Ruben4

CaliforniaRocklinAvinaMariaCarmelita 3

HawaiiKahuluiArandaMarie2

CaliforniaJacksonArandaM..Josephine1

CaliforniaJacksonAmial, Jr.RudyJoe4

CaliforniaWest PointAlawayW.Rodney3

CaliforniaWest PointAlawayMarie WilsonPhyllis2

CaliforniaStocktonAhmedV.Shiann1

StateCityLastNameInitialFirstName
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CaliforniaAntelopeGeto-SmithF.Samantha63

CaliforniaAntelopeGeto-SmithL.Sabrina62

CaliforniaSacramentoGeto-HernandezReneéLaura61

CaliforniaVallecitoGetoL.Yolanda60

CaliforniaWilseyvilleGetoM.Vanessa59

CaliforniaWest PointGetoRose58

CaliforniaAntelopeGetoD.Paul57

CaliforniaMurphysGeto IIIRobertLouis56

CaliforniaVallecitoGetoE.Dora55

CaliforniaBurneyGemmillRenee54

CaliforniaBurneyGemmillRainbow53

CaliforniaBurneyGemmillOwen52

CaliforniaBurneyGemmillLucy51

CaliforniaBurneyGemmillJake50

CaliforniaBurneyGemmillHudgee49

CaliforniaWest PointFranklinIreneNatalie48

HawaiiKahuluiFontanillaL.Yolanda47

CaliforniaGaltFloresJeanetteAndrea46

CaliforniaWest PointFisherNathanWaite 45

CaliforniaWest PointFisherRoxanne44

CaliforniaWest PointFisherLee43

California Railroad FlatFisherArvada42

OklahomaKingstonFeistDesirre41

CaliforniaWest PointDunlap, Jr. IIOrinPeter40

CaliforniaSheep RanchDixieK.Yakima39

CaliforniaCorningDelgadoM. Kathryn38

CaliforniaSutter CreekDayGaladrial37

CaliforniaWilseyvilleCreekmoreL.Briana36

CaliforniaStocktonCortez Jr.Israel35

CaliforniaMoreno ValleyContrerasGonzalesSandra34

CaliforniaWilseyvilleClarkDonell33

CaliforniaSacramentoChavezA.Stephen32

CaliforniaSacramento ChavezPatrick31

CaliforniaStocktonCarsonerTina30

California Stockton CarsonerA. Iva 29

StateCityLastNameInitialFirstName
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CaliforniaStocktonJackI.Harriet98

CaliforniaWest PointJackHarold97

CaliforniaWest PointHermanCarol96

CaliforniaCorningGuzmanStevensLittle Flower95

CaliforniaCorningGuzmanMay StevensElonda 94

CaliforniaSan AndreasGrowTravis93

CaliforniaWest PointGrowTimothy92

CaliforniaWest PointGrowTammy91

CaliforniaWoodlandGrowM.Margie 90

CaliforniaWest PointGrow Jr.James89

CaliforniaWest PointGrow IIIJames88

CaliforniaWest PointGrowCynthia87

CaliforniaWest PointGrimesRonald86

CaliforniaWest PointGrimesNicole85

CaliforniaWest PointGrimesE.Leonard84

CaliforniaWest PointGrimesHeather83

CaliforniaMoreno ValleyGonzalezChristineSandra82

CaliforniaStocktonGonzalezJohn81

MOSeymourGonzalezJohn80

CaliforniaElk GroveGonzalezDemitri79

MOSeymourGonzalezMarieCandace78

CaliforniaMoreno ValleyGonzalezAnn (Azevedo)Barbara77

CaliforniaMokelumne HillGonzalesDarlene76

CaliforniaAcampoGonzalesAndrea75

CaliforniaGaltGonzalez, Jr.NoelJohn74

CaliforniaMoreno ValleyGonzalezReneeValerie73

MORobersvilleGonzalezJohnTommie72

CaliforniaMoreno ValleyGonzalezAndreaTiffany71

CaliforniaOaklandGonzalezTeresa70

MOSeymourGonzalezRosemary69

CaliforniaMoreno ValleyGonzalez(Bernal)Michelle68

CaliforniaNuevoGonzalezMario67

CaliforniaMoreno ValleyGonzalezLindsay66

CaliforniaMoreno ValleyGonzalezJazmyn65

CaliforniaAntelopeGeto-SmithM.Teresa64

StateCityLastNameInitialFirstName
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CaliforniaWinchesterMartinezMarieMelissa133

CaliforniaSacramentoMartinezJodi132

CaliforniaMoreno ValleyMaganaAnnLisa131

CaliforniaMoreno ValleyMaganaJose130

CaliforniaMoreno ValleyMaganaFelicia129

CaliforniaMoreno ValleyMaganaAnnBarbara128

CaliforniaMoreno ValleyMaciasAnthonyEdward127

CaliforniaStocktonLunaSophia126

CaliforniaGaltLopstainManuel125

CaliforniaSacramentoLopstainJoseph124

CaliforniaWeedLopstainGeneva123

CaliforniaWeedLopstainCorina122

CaliforniaJacksonLopezMarieLisa121

CaliforniaJacksonLopezAntonia120

CaliforniaJacksonLopezChristina AmparoAntoinette119

CaliforniaWilseyvilleLindR.LJonathan118

CaliforniaSonoraLewisTobias117

CaliforniaCoarsegoldLewisRummerfieldMary Louise116

WashingtonDes MoinesKollenMarieKristi115

WashingtonDes MoinesKollenAndrewJonathan114

CaliforniaStocktonJimenezR.Iva113

CaliforniaStocktonJimenezV.Angelina 112

CaliforniaAlamedaJeff-ManneyI.Gail 111

CaliforniaAlamedaJeffJosephTyler110

CaliforniaAlamedaJeffValerieTina109

CaliforniaWest PointJeffLois Kathleen108

CaliforniaWest PointJeffBetty107

CaliforniaWest PointJeffAlthea106

CaliforniaTurlockJack, JrHarold105

CaliforniaStocktonJackA.Tranetta104

CaliforniaTurlockJackMarieTeresa103

CaliforniaStockton  JackShaprice102

CaliforniaStocktonJackL.Shamona101

CaliforniaStocktonJackG.Helen100

CaliforniaStocktonJackHarry99

StateCityLastNameInitialFirstName
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CaliforniaGaltRamirezM.Vanessa168

CaliforniaStocktonRamirezPete167

CaliforniaWest PointRamirezAlexManuel166

CaliforniaWest PointRamirezRoseLucinda165

CaliforniaHemetRamirezAnthonyLorenzo164

CaliforniaGaltRamirezJ.Joseph163

CaliforniaCorningRamirezHerminia162

CaliforniaWest Point RamirezJ.George 161

CaliforniaWest PointQueenAlawayRosemarie160

CaliforniaFortunaPraterLeslie159

CaliforniaMoreno ValleyPerezGonzalo158

CaliforniaSacramentoPanagDeeConnie157

CaliforniaCorningPadilla ILazaroEnrique156

MissouriFordlandOwensJanette GonzalesAnne155

CaliforniaStocktonOrozcoVictor154

CaliforniaStocktonOrozcoRobert153

CaliforniaStocktonOrozcoElsa R.152

CaliforniaStocktonOrozcoDaniel151

CaliforniaStocktonOrozcoAlice150

CaliforniaStocktonOrtegaRachel149

CaliforniaStocktonOrtegaJulian148

CaliforniaStocktonOrtegaDenise147

CaliforniaStocktonOrtegaAscencion146

CaliforniaWestwoodO'GradyUtonaShawnee145

CaliforniaWestwoodO'GradyRyonChristopher144

CaliforniaSacramentoNavarretteE.Tatiana143

CaliforniaCorningNaltonMangasEugene142

CaliforniaWest PointMoseH.Leslie141

CaliforniaSacramento Mora Tami 140

CaliforniaStocktonMoody IIIR.Donald 139

CaliforniaSacramentoMendoza, Jr.Fidel138

CaliforniaWest PointMendiblesMichael137

NevadaCarson CityMendiblesLeon136

CaliforniaWest PointMendiblesBronson135

CaliforniaStocktonMartinezMichelle134

StateCityLastNameInitialFirstName
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CaliforniaCorningVelazquezAntonioLloyd203

CaliforniaStocktonVargasRoger202

CaliforniaWest PointValdez, Jr.JamesVincent201

CaliforniaSacramentoValdezG.Wendy200

CaliforniaSan AndreasSumersRummerfieldPhyllis Ann199

CaliforniaSan AndreasSumersAna MarieGenet 198

CaliforniaCorningStevensPatricia197

CaliforniaCorningStevensStrongbearMikkel196

CaliforniaCorningStevensJoe 195

CaliforniaCorningStevensLeola Elizabeth194

CaliforniaWest PointSlaffAlanMark193

CaliforniaWilseyvilleShoafRenee192

CaliforniaBurneySherwoodMaytenya191

CaliforniaWest PointSayersHarryRobert190

CaliforniaWest PointSayersLyleJeffrey189

CaliforniaWest PointSayersIreneCarolyn188

CaliforniaStocktonSandovalSoloman187

CaliforniaStocktonSandovalJuan186

CaliforniaStocktonSandovalA.Esther185

CaliforniaCorningSanchezA.Jose184

CaliforniaSan AndreasSanchezLeeann SummersGeorgette183

CaliforniaJacksonRussellA.Rosalie182

CaliforniaJacksonRussellM.Noelani181

CaliforniaStocktonRummerfieldMaeShirley180

CaliforniaWest PointRummerfieldSherry179

CaliforniaWest PointRummerfieldLaverne178

CaliforniaWest PointRummerfieldEric177

CaliforniaWest PointRummerfieldDeborah176

CaliforniaWest PointRummerfieldR.Bonnie 175

CaliforniaStocktonRodriguezRuby174

CaliforniaStocktonRodriguezEsther173

CaliforniaGaltRamirez-GomezLopstainToni172

CaliforniaIoneRamirez, Jr.Robert171

CaliforniaWest PointRamirez,  Sr.J.Gilbert170

CaliforniaStocktonRamirez,  Jr.JuanGilbert169

StateCityLastNameInitialFirstName
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CaliforniaWest PointWilson, Jr.E.Lawrence238

CaliforniaWest PointWilson,  Sr.FayeEvelyn237

CaliforniaStocktonWilsonShirley236

CaliforniaWest PointWilsonRonald Lee235

CaliforniaMountain RanchWilsonE.Raymond234

CaliforniaWest PointWilsonMeLisa233

CaliforniaWest PointWilsonWhpi NayatiMechelle232

CaliforniaWest PointWilsonAnneMary231

CaliforniaMountain RanchWilsonLee230

CaliforniaWest PointWilsonLauren229

CaliforniaWest PointWilsonCodyJustin228

CaliforniaSan AndreasWilsonElsworthJohn227

CaliforniaValley SpringsWilsonFrancesEvelyn226

CaliforniaWest PointWilsonLeeEllen 225

CaliforniaWest PointWilsonStephenEdward224

CaliforniaGaltWilsonClifford223

CalifornaTuolumneWilsonJohnChristopher 222

CaliforniaWest PointWilsonE.Charles221

CaliforniaWest PointWilsonCheeChaco220

CaliforniaWest PointWilsonArlene219

CaliforniaWest PointWilsonMarieAntonia 218

CaliforniaWest PointWilsonAnthony217

CaliforniaWest PointWilsonAngela216

CaliforniaWest PointWilliamsT.Victoria215

CaliforniaWest PointWilliamsRoberta214

CaliforniaWest PointWilliamsL.Lois 213

CaliforniaSacramentoWilliamsAntonia212

CaliforniaPine GroveWileyJason211

CaliforniaGaltWhiteBearDarleneVelma210

CaliforniaOaklandWeinbergerAntonioJuan209

CaliforniaOaklandWeinbergerCarolinaChristina208

CaliforniaOrlandWardEdithMarilyn207

CaliforniaMoreno ValleyVillarreal, Jr.KelseyRobert206

CaliforniaCorningVelazquezMarieTeresa205

CaliforniaCorningVelazquezElainePatricia204

StateCityLastNameInitialFirstName
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WashingtonDes MoinesYatesDianeKathryn242

CaliforniaLodiWilson-RamosL.Sherrie241

CaliforniaVallecitoWilson-HoganRenee240

CaliforniaWest PointWilson,  Sr.E.Lawrence239

StateCityLastNameInitialFirstName
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California Valley Miwok Tribe, California 
(formerly the Sheep Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of California)

11178 Sheep Ranch Rd., Mail P.O. Box 41
Sheep Ranch California 95250

209-728-2102

February 2, 2006
           Chadd Everone, Deputy
            510-486-1314

Silvia Burley
10601 Escondido Pl.
Stockton, California, 95212
Phone 209-931-4567 Fax 209-931-4333

Proposal to Meet

Ms. Burley:

Yakima and his group are moving forward with the organization of the Tribe and with negotia-
tions with a major developer.  Velma WhiteBear has authorized me to send this invitation to you.

I propose that you and Velma meet at a neutral place simply to discuss general matters in order to
see if any talking points can be established.  It would be a brief meeting, but it must be in person.
Concurrently, I would meet, independently, with Tiger - again to see if there are any talking points.  Both
Velma and I attended the Court Hearing in D.C.; and it should be obvious by now that your attorneys are
bleeding the resources of the Tribe, that they will not prevail, and that if a reconciliation of interests can
be reached, things would leap forward.

If this general idea is amenable, then please call Velma immediately (916-690-2312) and confirm
a willingness to consider the offer.  Beyond this overture, we will not have any interest in opening discus-
sions in the future and will simply plow forward to as directly as possible.  If Velma does not hear from
you within a week from the above date (by February 9), then we will assume that you absolutely do not
have any interest in any kind of reconciliation and we will not initiate any additional attempts.

Chadd Everone

2006-02-01-Burley-memo
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California Valley Miwok Tribe, California 
(Formerly the Sheep Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of California)

11178 Sheep Ranch Rd. (Sheep Ranch)
Mountain Ranch, California 95246

209-728-8726  {www.californiavalleymiwok.com}

April 19, 2008
Chadd Everone, Deputy

2140 Shattuck Ave. #602
Berkeley, California 94704

510-486-1314
<FIRSTNAME> <LASTNAME>
<STREET>
<CITY>, <STATE> <ZIP>

Notice

The Tribal Meeting on April 19, 2008 at:
Calaveras County Senior Center

956 Mountain Ranch Rd.
San Andreas, CA 95249

<FIRSTNAME>:

As decided at the last general meeting in March, the purpose of the April meeting will be  
specifically to discuss the construction of the Tribal Constitution.  A copy of the constitution
under which the tribe currently operates and other proposed constitutions have been sent to you,
previously.  And you can see the various versions on the Internet at:

http://www.californiavalleymiwok.com/constitutions/

If you do not have personal access to the Internet, then many other tribal members do or you can
go to the local Public Library and ask for guidance.

The main issues to resolve are: 1) the criteria for tribal membership (in othe words, who exactly
are the members of this Tribe and what types of membership are there to be) and, then, 2) the
various election procedures for the governing Tribal Council.  Once those are in place, then all of
the other matters are mostly procedural and fairly standard.  These issues have been the subject
of discussion of the Tribal Council and at Tribal Meetings for a while; and now is the time to
define them more accurately before the BIA calls its organizational meeting. 

Chadd
See over for some history on the Tribe that is relevant to it organization.

2008-04-19-Tribal-Meeting-Notice
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to Brief of Chief Yakima Dixie and the Tribal Council of the California Valley 
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Constitution of the California Valley Me-Wuk Tribe of the Sheep Ranch 

Rancheria ("Amended Constitution") 
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In this Constitution, Tribal Membership is defined by Right and Adoption, and by
Ordinances that are adopted by the Tribal Council (Article II).  The Tribal Membership
elects 7 Members to serve as Officers on the Tribal Council (Article VIII); and all tribal

Summary

The California Valley Me-Wuk Tribe of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria is a federally
recognized, Indian tribe, established on April 5, 1915 pursuant to Acts of June 21, 1906
(34 Stat. 325-333) and April 30, 1908 (35 Stat. 70-76).  In this Constitution, the California
Valley Me-Wuk Tribe of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria may also be referred to as "The
Tribe".

Initially designated as "Sheepranch-Indians", the original 12 members of the tribe
constituted the remnant of what was, once, quite a large band of Indians who lived in the
Sheep Ranch area of Calaveras County and who dated their ancestry back, several
thousand years to pre-historic times.  In 1936, the government identified The Tribe as the
"Sheep Ranch Rancheria"; one member voted for The Tribe to become organized under the
Indian Reorganization Act of 1934; and in 1965, another member was identified for the
purposes of the Rancheria Termination Act.  Unlike the other rancherias, This Tribe was
never terminated.  The Circa 1976, the Federal government began publishing a list of
federally recognized tribes in the Federal Register; and therein, The Tribe became
identified as: "Sheep Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of California",  Then, in 2002,
the name was changed in the Federal Register to "California Valley Miwok Tribe,
California (formerly the Sheep Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of California)".   

The tribal name on this Constitution is adopted during the re-organization of 2008.  From
its inception to this Constitution, the Tribe remained governed by Me-Wuk tradition, and
those customs continue to influence the conduct of the Tribe.  Accordingly, The Tribe, in
more formal terms, enacts this Constitution to foment advance the respect for the elders,
the family unit, and development of each individual, in the spirit of working together with
patience, the sharing of resources, democratic governance, and openness.  The Articles of
Organization implement these general values.  

History

We, the People of the California Valley Me-Wuk Tribe of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria, in
the names of our ancestors and future generations, in order to preserve peace and establish
order in our community, to protect the rights of the Tribe and its Members as a sovereign
nation, to preserve and advance our cultural identity, and to promote the general welfare of
our people and our descendants do, hereby, establish this Constitution.

Dedication

Constitution of the
California Valley Me-Wuk Tribe of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria

2008-07-09-Constitution 
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Census of 1929.  Any individual, who is named on the "Indian Census Roll" for the
County of Calaveras which is dated June 30, 1929 and was taken by L.A. Dorrington,
Superintendent of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), or a lineal descendant, thereof, is a

The Putative Members.  Those individuals, who are identified in the April 2007, Public
Notices of the BIA, is a Member of the Tribe.

Section 1.  Membership by Inherited Rights

The Membership of the California Valley Me-Wuk Tribe of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria
shall be derived as follows:

ARTICLE II - Membership

Section 3 - Headquarters.  The headquarters of the Tribe is the site of the Tribe's historic
Rancheria at Sheep Ranch, California.  However, the Tribal Council may relocate the
Tribe's headquarters to another location owned by the Tribe in fee or owned by the United
States in trust or otherwise on behalf of the Tribe.

Section 2. Jurisdiction.  Except as prohibited by federal law, The Tribe shall have
jurisdiction over all tribal members and all persons, subjects, property, and activities which
occur within its territory, as defined above, in Section 1 of this Article.  Apart from the
limitations that are imposed herein, there shall be no other limits on The Tribe to exercise
its jurisdiction according to its inherent sovereignty.

Section 1. Territory.  The territory of The Tribe shall include, to the fullest extent
possible and consistent with federal law, all lands, water, property, airspace, surface and
subsurface rights and other natural resources in which The Tribe now has or in the future
will have any interest and which are owned by the United States for the exclusive or
non-exclusive benefit of The Tribe or for individual members, excepting any
rights-of-way.

ARTICLE I - Territory and Jurisdiction

Articles of Organization

matters are governed and administered by that Tribal Council (Article III, IV, and V).  The
Tribe has a Court System (Article VI) for resolving disputes and enforcing Ordinances.
The Constitution describes procedures for the Removal of Officers on the Tribal Council
and filling Vacancies (Article IX), for Initiatives and Referenda (Article XI), for the Civil
Rights of its Members (Article XIV), and for making Amendments to this Constitution
(Article XVI), among other provisions.   

Constitution of the
California Valley Me-Wuk Tribe of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria
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122 Section 8.  Oath of Membership.  A person, upon initiation into The Tribe as a Member,
shall make an oath to uphold this Constitution and allegiance to The Tribe; and this oath
shall be prescribed in the "Ordinance for Tribal Membership".

Section 7.  Membership Roll.  The Tribal Council shall maintain the membership roll of
all current and former tribal Members.

Section 6.  Appeal.  Any person who has been disenrolled pursuant to Section 4(a), above,
or sanctioned pursuant to Section 4(b), above, may appeal to the Tribal Court in
accordance with the applicable enrollment ordinance, Provided, That the Tribal Court shall
not be the same as the Tribal Council which disenrolled the Member.    

Section 5.  Reinstatement.  Any person who has been sanctioned pursuant to Section 4(b),
above, may be restored in accordance with the applicable enrollment ordinance.

On a case by case basis, the Tribal Council, by majority vote, may sanction a Member for a
justifiable cause by withdrawing tribal benefits and privileges.  Such sanctioning shall be
done in writing and in accordance with the procedures that have been established in the
Ordinances for Tribal Membership.

A Member of The Tribe may not lose one's Membership involuntarily nor be disenrolled
for any purpose other than erroneous facts about the person's lineage during the Enrollment
process or having membership in another tribe.  

Section 4.  Loss of Membership.  

Section 3.  Rights of Members.  All persons who are accepted as Members under
Sections 1 and 2 of this Article shall have the rights as defined in Ordances for Tribal
Membership.

Section 2.  Membership by Adoption.  The Tribal Council shall have the authority to
create procedures for Membership by Adoption as defined in the Ordinances for Tribal
Memberships.  A person, who have been adopted by the Tribe in accordance with such
Ordinances, is a Member.

Lineal Descent.  Any person who is born to an existing Member is, by lineal descent, a
Member of the Tribe, upon reaching the age of 18, and according to the Ordances for
Tribal Membership as adopted by the Tribal Council and upon completing the enrollment
procedures as mandated in Section 9 of this Article.

Member of the Tribe according to the Ordances for Membership adopted by the Tribal
Council and completing the enrollment procedures as mandated in Section 9 of this
Article.

Constitution of the
California Valley Me-Wuk Tribe of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria
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164 The duties of the Vice Chairperson will assist the Chairperson and substitute for the

Section 3.  Vice Chairperson.  The Tribal Council shall have one position of Vice
Chairperson who must reside within the territory of The Tribe or within one hundred fifty
(150) miles from the Territory of The Tribe, and who must be at least thirty five (35) years
of age.  The Vice Chairperson shall be appointed by the Chairperson from among the 6
other elected members of the Tribal Council.

The duties of the Chairperson shall include, but not be limited to, organizing the meetings
of the Tribal Council, administering the proceedings of the Tribal Council, and over-sight
of all administrative actives of The Tribe.  The Chairperson is a voting member of the
Council.

Section 2.  Chairperson.  The Tribal Council shall have one position of Chairperson who
must reside within the territory of The Tribe or within one hundred fifty (150) miles from
the Territory of The Tribe, and who must be at least thirty five (35) years of age.  The
Chairperson shall be elected by a majority of the elected Tribal Council members.  

Section 1.  Establishment.  The legislative and governing body of the California Valley
Me-Wuk Tribe of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria shall be known as the Tribal Council.  All
Tribal Council members shall be enrolled members of The Tribe who are eligible voters of
The Tribe in accordance with this Constitution and who have been duly elected by the
election procedures in Article VIII.  Each member of the Tribal Council must reside within
the territory of The Tribe or within one hundred fifty (150) miles from the Territory of The
Tribe.  The Tribal Council shall consist of seven (7) voting members and various
non-voting, adjuvant representatives as defined in this Constitution or by ordinance.  All
Tribal Council Members are elected at-large according to the procedures in Article VIII.

ARTICLE IV - Tribal Council

The government of the California Valley Me-Wuk Tribe of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria
shall include a Tribal Council, a Tribal Court System, and a Tribal Administration.  The
Tribal Council shall operate in accordance with Articles IV and V.  The Court System shall
operate in accordance with Article VI.  The Tribal Administration shall be subordinate to
the Tribal Council and shall operate in accordance with Article VII.

ARTICLE III - Governance

Section 9.  Membership Ordinance.  Consistent with this Constitution, the Tribal
Council shall enact an "Ordinance for Tribal Membership" to define specific types of
membership, the procedures which govern the enrollment, responsibilities, and other
conditions of Membership.

Constitution of the
California Valley Me-Wuk Tribe of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria
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204 Section 8. Quorum.  Five (5) or more members of the Tribal Council shall constitute a
quorum for any regular or special Tribal Council meetings.  A quorum is required at all

At each regular or special meeting of the Tribal Council a person shall be appointed to take
minutes of the meeting, and a copy of the minutes shall be preserved by the Tribal Council  
and available to tribal Members in accordance with an Ordinance. 

The meetings of the Tribal Council shall be conduced according to rules-of-order as
defined by Ordinance; and Resolutions, Ordinances, and other Enactments shall be
codified in a system that is similar to that of the Titles of the United States Code.

The Chairperson or any three other members of the Tribal Council may call special
meetings of the Tribal Council.  Adequate notice of all special meetings shall be given to
all members of the Council as defined by an Ordinance.

The Tribal Council shall hold regular meetings, once per month.

Section 7. Meetings of the Tribal Council.  

Section 6.  Duties of the Officers.  Consistent with this Constitution, the duties of the
Tribal Council Members may be further defined by ordinance as mandated in Section 11 of
this Article. 

Section 6.  Terms of Office.  The terms of office for all Tribal Council Members
including the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson shall be four (4) years except as provided
for in Article VIII, Section 3 - The First Election.  There shall no limitations on serving
consecutive terms on the Tribal Council.  All Tribal Council Members must continue to
meet the residency requirements as set forth above for their respective Tribal Council seats
during their term of office.

Section 5.  Non-voting, Adjuvant Representatives.   There shall be established a Council
of Elders, a Council of Youth, and an Office of Hereditary Chief pursuant to an ordinance
as mandated in Section 11 of this Article.  Representatives of these Adjuvant Councils may
attend, address, and advise the Council.  These are non-voting positions.  Other ad hoc
Councils may also be established by the Tribal Council under an ordinance according to
Section 11 of this Article.

Section 4.  The Other Council Members.  The five (5) other Tribal Council Members
shall perform functions as may be assigned by the Council.  These are voting members of
the Council.

Chairperson in the absence of that official.   The Vice Chairperson is a voting member of
the Council.

Constitution of the
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To prevent or veto the sale, disposition, lease, or encumbrance of tribal lands, interests in
land, tribal funds or other tribal assets;

To enact laws which regulate the use, disposition, and inheritance of all property within
the Territory of The Tribe, as defined in Article I;

To purchase or accept any land or property for The Tribe;

To negotiate and enter into contracts with the federal, state, and local governments and
other tribal governments and with individuals, associations, corporations, enterprises, or
organizations;

To represent The Tribe and act in the name of The Tribe in all matters that concern The
Tribe and to make decisions for The Tribe that are consistent with this Constitution;

Section 1.  Vested in the Tribal Council of the California Valley Me-Wuk Tribe of the
Sheep Ranch Rancheria is the sole authority to exercise all powers that are vested in the
Tribe through its inherent sovereignty or federal law.  It shall execute these powers in
accordance with established customs of The Tribe and subject to the express limitations
that are contained in this Constitution, the Ordinance for the Tribal Council, or other
applicable laws.  These powers shall include, but are not limited to, the following.

ARTICLE V - Tribal Council Powers

Section 11.  Ordinance for the Tribal Council.  Consistent with the sections, above, and
in Article V, and this Constitution, procedures for the Tribal Council shall be prescribed in
an Ordinance for the Tribal Council.

Section 10. Code of Ethics.  The Tribal Council shall have the power to adopt a Code of
Ethics governing the conduct of tribal officials.  The Code of Ethics may include
disciplinary procedures so long as the official in question is informed of the charges and
given an opportunity to respond to those charges including the opportunity to present
witnesses and other evidence in his or her defense.

Section 9. Voting. The Tribal Council shall make decisions by a majority vote of those
present except as otherwise provided in this constitution or in any ordinance which
requires more than a majority vote.  All Tribal Council Members, including the
Chairperson and Vice Chairperson, shall have the power to vote.  Proxy voting in the
Council is prohibited.

meetings in order to conduct official business of the Tribal Council and create Enactments
as defined in Article XII.  
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Section 1. Establishment.  The judicial power for the California Valley Me-Wuk Tribe of
the Sheep Ranch Rancheria shall be vested in the Tribal Court System.  The Tribal Council
shall establish the Tribal Court System by an ordinance to be entitled "Ordinance for the
Tribal Court System" and which shall include the Tribal Court and such other lower courts
of special jurisdiction, including forums for traditional dispute resolution, as the Tribal
Council may deem necessary.  There shall also be a Court of Appeals which shall be the
court of last resort for all cases filed within the Tribal Court System.

ARTICLE VI - Court System

To take any and all actions that are necessary and proper for the exercise of the foregoing
powers and duties, including those powers and duties not enumerated, above, and for the
exercise of all other powers and duties now or hereafter delegated to the Tribal Council or
vested in The Tribe through its inherent sovereignty or by Federal law. 

To enact laws, ordinances, and resolutions that are necessary or incidental to the exercise
of its legislative powers;

To appoint subordinate committees, commissions, boards, tribal officers, and employees
and to set their compensation, tenure, and duties;

To regulate all matters and to take all actions necessary to preserve and safeguard the
health, safety, welfare, and political integrity of The Tribe;

To regulate all business activities within the jurisdiction of The Tribe and to manage all
tribal economic affairs and enterprises;

to appropriate and regulate the use of tribal funds in accordance with an annual budget
approved by the Tribal Council; 

To levy and collect taxes, duties, fees, and assessments on individuals and entities;

To provide for the removal or exclusion of any Member or non-member of The Tribe
whose presence may be injurious to Members of The Tribe and to prescribe conditions
upon which any Member or non-members may remain within the Territory of The Tribe;

Within the territorial jurisdiction of The Tribe and within the limitations of Article XIV -
Civil Rights, to enact laws which regulate the conduct of individual persons; 

Within the territorial jurisdiction of The Tribe and within the limitations of Article XIV -
Civil Rights, to enact laws which regulate the domestic relations of persons; 

To employ legal counsel in accordance with applicable federal laws;

Constitution of the
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Section 4. Election Board.  The Tribal Council shall appoint an Election Board to conduct
all elections including all special elections.  The Election Board shall consist of five tribal
member of which one  shall be age 55 or older, another between the ages of 35 and 54, and

Section 3. The First Election.  The first election shall be held on the first Saturday of
October, 2008 and shall install 7 Tribal Council Members.  Of those members, the
Chairperson and two other Council positions will serve for six years, after which those 3
positions will be open for re-election and thereafter the term for the Council Member shall
be 4 years.  The other four Council positions will serve a term of 4 years, after which those
positions will be open for re-election.  

Section 2. Special Elections.  Special elections shall be held when called for by the Tribal
Council, by this Constitution, or by the voting Members as provided for in Articles IX and
XI of this constitution or appropriate Ordinances.

Section 1. General Elections.  The only tribal elections are for the for the positions of the
Tribal Council.  These elections are general elections among the entire Membership who
are qualified to vote.  The elections to vote for Tribal Council Members shall be held in
even numbered years on the first Saturday of October beginning in 2008.  The election of
Tribal Council Members shall be staggered so that no more than four Council seats shall
be up for election at any one time.  

ARTICLE VIII - Elections

The Tribal Administration shall consist of officers and staff who are appointed by the
Tribal Council.  The Tribal Administration shall oversee the implementation and
management of The Tribe's business and programs and deal with the data-to-day
operations of The Tribe.  The Tribal Administration shall be subordinate to the Tribal
Council.  This administration shall be regulated by an ordinance entitled "Ordinance for
Tribal Administration".

ARTICLE VII - Tribal Administration

Section 2. Intermediate Jurisdiction.  During the first 5 years after the acceptance of this
Constitution by the Secretary of the Interior, the Tribal Council may act as the Tribal Court
and shall commission a local, civil magistrate as the Court of Appeals.  The procedures for
this Intermediate Jurisdiction shall be defined in the Ordinance for the Tribal Court System
that shall be adopted within the first year after the validation of this Constitution.

The Ordinance for the Tribal Court System shall define such issues as: Jurisdiction;
Appointment of Judges; Qualification of Judges; Compensation; Removal of Judges; and
Court Rules of Procedure.

Constitution of the
California Valley Me-Wuk Tribe of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria

2008-07-09-Constitution 
This is still a DRAFT

                                                          8
CVMT-2011-002305

Case 1:11-cv-00160-RWR   Document 44-9    Filed 01/10/12   Page 147 of 163Case 1:11-cv-00160-RWR   Document 68-6    Filed 06/01/12   Page 139 of 155



330

332

334

336

338

340

342

344

346

348

350

352

354

356

358

360

362

364

366

368

Section 11.  Tie Votes.  Tie votes between two or more candidates shall be decided in a
special run-off election.  All eligible voters shall be entitled to vote in any run-off election.
If a run-off election ends in another tie, the outcome shall be decided by the drawing of
straws by the candidates tied for that office, with the longest straws winning.  The Election
Board shall certify the results of any run-off election within three (3) days after the run-off
election day.

Section 10. Election Results.  The Election Board shall certify the results of an election
within three (3) days after the election day.  The candidates receiving the highest number
of votes shall be declared members of the Tribal Council for the available seats.

Section 9.  Absentee Ballots.  Absentee voting shall not be permitted.

Section 8. Ballots.  All voting at regular and special elections shall be done by secret
written ballot.

Section 7. Eligible Voters.  All tribal Members who are eighteen (18) years of age or
older and who reside within the territory of the Tribe or within one hundred fifty (150)
miles of the Territory of the Tribe shall be eligible to vote.

Section 6. Qualifications for Tribal Council.  Persons who are nominated to run for the
Tribal Council seats must be enrolled tribal Members who meet the age and residency
requirements which are set forth in Article IV on or before the date of the election.  

Section 5. Nominations.  For all elections of the Tribal Council Members, the Election
Board shall conduct a Nomination Meeting among the eligible, voting Membership to
nominate tribal members as candidates for the available Tribal Council seats.  This
Nomination Meeting shall be 60 days prior to the election date; and at the Nomination
Meeting, all eligible voters, as defined in Section 7 of this Article, may submit
nominations for any vacant seat.  The Election Board shall mail a notice regarding the
qualified candidates to all eligible, voting Members at least 30 days prior to the election
date.  The particulars of the nomination process shall be defined in the Ordinance for
Elections.

another between the ages of 18 to 34 - provided that all members of the Election Board
shall be at least 18 years of age and provided, further that an Election Board Member shall
not be eligible to run for a seat on the Tribal Council.  All Election Board Members shall
serve for a specific term of office as established in the Ordinance for Tribal Elections.  The
Election Board may appoint clerks, poll workers, and others to assist the Election Board in
conducting the election  In the absence of a sufficient number of Tribal Members to fill the
Election Board, the Tribal Council may hire non-member professionals for necessary
functions.
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The Tribal Council may discipline or remove a Council Member by a vote of at least fine
(5) Members of the Tribal Council for converting tribal property or moneys for persona

The Tribal Council may suspend a Council Member charged with a felony pending the
outcome of the trial and any appeal.

The Tribal Council shall remove a Council Member for: a final conviction of a felony by
any tribal, federal, or state court while serving on the Tribal Council.

Section 1. Removal. 

ARTICLE IX - Removal and Vacancy

Section 15. Referenda and Amendments.  Other than elected officials, the term
"Election" shall also refer to the adoption of Ordinances by Referenda under Article XI
and to Amendments under Article XVI, both of which require a vote of the general
Membership.  Other than as defined in this Constitution, procedures for such Referenda
and Amendments, shall be specified in an appropriate Election Ordinance. 

Section 14. Election Ordinance.  The Tribal Council shall enact an election ordinance
consistent with this Constitution which covers all necessary procedures for all elections
Other than the stipulations in this Constitution, all election procedures and which shall be
entitled "Ordinance for Tribal Elections".

Section 13. Oath of Office.  The oath of office for each newly elected Tribal Council
Member shall be administered by the Election Board within thirty (30) days after the
Election Board declares the winner of a seat, unless a challenge is filed and in that case
within thirty (30) days after a final decisions by the Tribal Court or Court of Appeals.  If a
challenge is filed but it does not related to all of the elected seats, then the oath of office
shall be administered to the newly elected Tribal Council Members whose seats have not
be challenged within thirty (30) days after the Election Board declares the winners.  Each
incumbent Tribal Council Member shall remain in office until the oath of office is
administered to the newly elected Tribal Council Member for one's seat.  Upon expiration
of the incumbent's term of office, that incumbent shall transfer all tribal records within
one's control to the newly elected Tribal Council Member.

Section 12.  Challenges.  Any tribal member may challenge the results of any election by
presenting his or her challenge to the Tribal Court within five (5) days after the election
results have been certified.  The Tribal Court shall decide all elections challenges within
ten (10) days from the date the challenge is filed.  Any appeals shall be filed with the Court
of Appeals within five (5) days of the issuance of the Tribal Court decision, and the Court
of Appeals shall decide the appeal within ten (10) days.  If the Tribal Court or court of
Appeals invalidates the election results, a new election shall be held within sixty (60).  

Constitution of the
California Valley Me-Wuk Tribe of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria

2008-07-09-Constitution 
This is still a DRAFT

                                                          10
CVMT-2011-002307

Case 1:11-cv-00160-RWR   Document 44-9    Filed 01/10/12   Page 149 of 163Case 1:11-cv-00160-RWR   Document 68-6    Filed 06/01/12   Page 141 of 155



412

414

416

418

420

422

424

426

428

430

432

434

436

438

440

442

444

446

448

450

Section 3. Vacancies.

The recall meeting shall be held in accordance with the provisions of the Ordinance for
Tribal Elections, which shall include a section on recall procedures.

A majority vote by secret, written ballot of the eligible voters attending the recall meeting
shall determine the success or failure of the recall petition(s), Provided, That at least thirty
percent (30%) of the eligible voters actually vote at the recall meeting.

The Election Board shall verify the signatures on a recall petition within ten (10) days of
receipt of the petition.  If the tribal member seeking recall has collected the required
number of signatures in the allotted time, then the Election Board shall hold a recall
meeting within sixty (60) days of the receipt of the petition.  Notice of the recall meeting
shall be mailed to eligible tribal voters at least thirty (30) days prior to the recall meeting.
The persons initiating the recall and the person subject to recall shall be given a reasonable
opportunity to speak and present evidence the recall meeting.

Individuals petitions shall be circulated for each Tribal Council Member who is subject to
recall.  A maximum of three (3) Tribal Council Members may be recalled at a time.

After receipt of the written request, the Election Board shall issue official petition forms to
the tribal member who initiated the Recall.  That tribal Member shall have sixty (60) days
to collect the signatures from thirty percent (30%) of the eligible voters of the Tribe.

Any adult tribal member may initiate recall proceedings against any Tribal Council
Member by filing a written request with the Election Board, Provided, That a recall
proceeding may not be initiated against any Tribal Council member whose term expires
within six (6) months.  

Section 2. Recall.

In all proceedings under Sections 1a, 1b, or 1c, above, the Tribal Council Member in
question shall be afforded full due process rights including a written statement of the
charges, the right to respond to those charges, the right to be represented by counsel, and
the right to present witnesses and other evidence in his or her defense.  The decision of the
Tribal Council shall be final and shall be appealable to the Tribal Court only if a claim is
made that the tribal Constitution has been violated or due process rights have not been
afforded.  A Council Member removed from office must wait at least five (5) years from
the official date of removal  to run again for office.

use or failing to attend four (4) regular or special meetings consecutively without good
cause; or the final conviction of three misdemeanors by any tribal, federal, or state court
while serving on the Tribal Council; or the violation of the Code of Ethics.
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492 Tribal laws, policies, and other Enactments shall be classified as follows.

ARTICLE XII - Types of Enactments

Section 3.  Procedures.  Initiatives and Referenda elections shall be conducted by the
Election Board and shall be held in accordance with the provisions of an ordinance which
deals specifically with Initiatives and Referenda procedures and which shall be called
Ordinance for Initiative and Referendum.

Section 2. Referendum.  If the Tribal Council fails to vote on an Initiative, as in Section
1, above, or if the Tribal Council votes against said Initiative, then the Petitioners may
seek a Referendum vote from the eligible voters of the Membership.  The Petition shall be
reconstructed as a Referendum, thirty percent (30%) of the eligible voters of The Tribe
shall sign the Referendum, and it shall be presented to the Tribal Council to call a special
election pursuant to an appropriate Election Ordinance under Article VII, Section 15..

Section 1.  Initiatives.  Excluding issues that regard Membership under Article II, land, or
housing, any Member may proposed to the Tribal Council any Ordinance or Resolution to
be adopted by the Tribal Council.  Such an Initiative must be in the form of a prescribed
petition that has been signed by at least thirty percent (30%) of the eligible voters of The
Tribe.  The Tribal Council must vote on said Initiative within sixty (60) days after receipt
of the petition with its qualifying number of petition signatures.  A majority vote of the
Tribal Council shall decide whether the proposed Ordinance or Resolution is adopted and,
thereafter, be in effect.  If the Tribal Council does not act within the sixty (60) day
enactment period, the petitioner of the Initiative may use the Referendum process, below.

ARTICLE XI - Initiative and Referendum

The Tribal Council shall have the authority to establish land policies, to adopt a land use
ordinance, and to otherwise regulate land within the territory of the Tribe in accordance
with applicable law.

ARTICLE X - Land

All resignations from the Tribal Council shall be done in writing.

If a Tribal Council Member should become deceased, resign, or incapacitated, or be
removed or recalled from office, then the Tribal Council shall declare the position vacant.
The Tribal Council shall fill a vacancy by special election unless there are less than six (6)
months remain in the term, in which case the Tribal Council shall leave the position
vacant.  The Person who fills a vacant position shall only serve out the term of the person
whom he or she is replacing.
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The Tribe shall not violate the right of Members to be secure in their persons, houses,
papers, and effects against unreasonable searches and seizures, nor shall warrants be issued
except on probable cause and supported by an oath or affirmation, which describes the
particular place to be search and the person or thing to be seized;

The Tribe shall not make or enforce any law which prohibits the free exercise of religion,
or abridges the freedoms of speech, communications, or the right of people to peaceably
assembly and to petition for redress of grievances or initiate Ordinances; 

The Tribe, in exercising its powers of self-government shall not abrogate the following
Civil Rights.

ARTICLE XIV - Civil Rights

The California Valley Me-Wuk Tribe of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria shall be immune from
suit except to the extent that the Tribal Council expressly waives The Tribe's sovereign
immunity, or as provided by this Constitution.

ARTICLE XII - Sovereign Immunity

Section 4. Codification.  All Enactments of The Tribe shall be codified in the following
manner - first the date (yyyy-mm-dd), then the type of Enactment, and then the subject
matter.  For example, 2008-07-15 - Resolution - Land Purchase.  All Enactments shall be
cataloged in a journal fashion in chronological order and then copies filed in ledgers that
are codified in a system that is similar to the United States Code.

Section 3. Executive Orders.  All Executive Orders, policies, and administrative
directives agencies that are subordinate to the Tribal Council shall be codified as in
Section 4, and available for inspection by Members of The Tribe during normal business
hours.

Section 2.  Ordinances.  Any final decision on a matter of a permanent or more enduring
nature shall be embodied in an Ordinance that has been adopted by the Tribal Council,
noted in the minutes of the Tribal Council meeting, codified as in Section 4, and available
for inspection by Members of The Tribe during normal business hours. 

Section 1. Resolutions.  Any final decision on a matter of temporary interest, where a
formal expression is needed, shall be embodied in a Resolution that has been adopted by
the Tribal Council, noted in the minutes of the Tribal Council meeting, codified as in
Section 4, and available for inspection by Members of The Tribe during normal business
hours.
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574 ARTICLE XVII - Savings Clause

This Constitution may be amended by a super majority vote of the qualified voters of The
Tribe voting at an election called for that purpose by the Secretary of the Interior, Provided
That at least thirty percent (30%) of those entitled to vote shall vote in such election; but
not amendment shall become effective until approved by the Secretary of the Interior or
until deemed approved by the Secretary by operation of law.  It shall be the duty of the
Secretary of the Interior to call and hold an election on any proposed amendment at the
request of the Tribal Council, or upon presentation of a petition which is signed by at least
thirty percent (30%) of the qualified voters of the Tribe.

ARTICLE XVI - Amendments

The Tribal Council shall call at least one (1) general meeting per year of all the eligible
voters of the Tribe to identify and discuss important tribal matters.

ARTICLE XV - General Meetings

The Tribe shall not deny to any person, who is accused of an offense which is punishable
by imprisonment, the right, upon request, to a trial by jury of not less than six persons.

The Tribe shall not create any law of attainder which  declares a person or group of
persons guilty of some crime and punishes them without benefit of a trial; nor shall The
Tribe find a person or group of persons guilty of a violation, ex post facto.

The Tribe shall not deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of its
laws or deprive any person of liberty or property without due process of law;

The Tribe shall not require excessive bail, impose excessive fines, or inflict cruel and
unusual punishment;

The Tribe shall not deny to any person in a criminal proceeding the right to a speedy and
public trial, to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation, to be confronted with
the witnesses against the person, to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his
favor, and at his own expense to have the assistance of counsel for his defense and to have
these rights explained at the time of arrest;

The Tribe shall not take any private property for a public use with just compensation;

The Tribe shall not compel any person in any criminal case to be a witness against oneself;

The Tribe shall not subject any person for prosecution for the same offense and thereby be
put into jeopardy twice for the same offense;
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________________

Election Board Member
__________________________

Election Board Member
__________________________

Election Board Member
__________________________

Chairperson, Election Board
__________________________

Pursuant to a Secretarial election as authorized by the Deputy commissioner of Indian
Affairs on _____, the Constitution of the California Valley Me-Wuk Tribe of the Sheep
Ranch Rancheria was submitted to the qualified voters of the California Valley Me-Wuk
Tribe of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria and on __________   was adopted /rejected by a vote
of _______ For and ______ Against, and  ______  cast ballots found spoiled or mutilated,
in an election in which at least thirty percent (30%) of the _____  entitled to vote cast their
ballots in accordance with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1943
(48 Stat. 984) and as subsequently amended. 

Certificate of Results of Election

This Constitution, when adopted by a majority vote of the registered voters of the
California Valley Me-Wuk Tribe of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria, voting at a special
election which is authorized by the Secretary of the Interior in which at least thirty percent
(30%) of those registered in accordance with Secretarial regulations to vote shall vote,
shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior for approval, and, if approved by the
Secretary of the Interior or by operation of law, shall be effective from the date of such
approval. 

ARTICLE XVIII - Adoption of Constitution

All Enactments of The Tribe which have been adopted before the effective date of this
Constitution and by the Hereditary Chief, Yakima Dixie, and his Tribal Council shall
continue in full force and effect to the extend that they are consistent with this
Constitution.
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Velma & Antonia:

Here is a draft of the Constitution which I consider close to that which we can submit to the BIA
for formal review.  I reverted back to the BIA's template so that there would be a better fit with
what they are expecting and their wording and coverage are as good as anything.  I will do a
final review of Melnicoe's and Briana's drafts to see if there is anything which I over-looked.
The Constitution should be the more permanent superstructure for the management of the Tribe
as an organization.  This which might change according to circumstances should be handled by
Resolutions and Ordinances, which can be modified as may be required but which must conform
to the structure of the Constitution.

Here is the basic format.  Any one who is a lineal descendant of the 1929 census and the 2007
Public Notices or who has been adopted according to an Ordinance is a Member.  Anyone who is
18 or older may vote in the election for Members of the Tribal Council. There are 7 Tribal
Council Members with no more than 4 being up for election at any particular time.  The term for
a Council Member is 4 years; and elections are held every two years.  Thus, changes will be
staggered and there will be continuity in the management of the Council.  At an election, each
voting Member will cast a ballot for all of the available seats and the highest votes received will
fill those seats.  The Council will elect its Chairperson, and the Chairperson will decide which of
the other Council Members will be the Vice President.  Rogers-Davis indicated that this is the
usual format.

The election protocol would be as follows.  At the first election, all 7 seats would be open; and
the Council Members who are elected at the first election would serve for 4 years.  At the end of
4 years, four seats (1-4) would be open for election and 3 would continue on for a initial, full
term of 6 years.  Then at the end of 6 years, those 3 seats would be open for election.  Thereafter,
all seats would be open for re-election after serving 4 years.

openopenopenOctober 2018
openopenopenopenOctober 2016

openopenopenOctober 2014
openopenopenopenOctober 2012

openopenopenopenopenopenopenOctober 2008
7654321

Council Seat Number

The Tribal Council holds all powers to conduct the business of the Tribe.  There will be a Tribal
Court and Court of Appeals and an Election Board.  Also, the Administration can be done by
others under the authority of the Tribal Council.  The Schematic below, depicts that.
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EXHIBIT 26 

to Brief of Chief Yakima Dixie and the Tribal Council of the California Valley 

Miwok Tribe (May 3, 2011) 

 

Purported Tribal Enrollment Document Dated Aug. 5, 1998 
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to Brief of Chief Yakima Dixie and the Tribal Council of the California Valley 

Miwok Tribe (May 3, 2011) 

 

Letter from Yakima Dixie to Silvia Burley (Apr. 21, 1999) 
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EXHIBIT 28 

to Brief of Chief Yakima Dixie and the Tribal Council of the California Valley 

Miwok Tribe (May 3, 2011) 

 

Letter from Edith Blackwell, Associate Solicitor, Indian Affairs, to Peter 

Kaufman, California Deputy Attorney General (Dec. 12, 2008) 
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