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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, DC 20240

APR 0 1 201

Mr. Yakima Dixie
1231 E. Hazelton Avenue
Stockton, California 95205

Dear Mr. Dixie:

On December 22, 2010, my office issued a letter setting out the Department of the Interior's
decision on a question respecting the composition of the California Valley Miwok Tribe.

The question had been referred to my office by the Interior Board of Indian Appeals. On

January 24, 2011, you filed suit in Federal district court seeking to have the Department's decision
vacated.

Subsequent actions by the parties involved in this dispute have led me to reconsider the matters
addressed in the December 22, 2010, decision letter. By means of today's letter, the
December 22 decision is set aside.

[ believe that the longstanding problems within the Tribe need prompt resolution, and [ remain
committed to the timely issuance of my reconsidered decision. I am mindful, however, that
additional briefing may inform my analysis of the problems presented in this dispute. To that
end, I will issue a briefing schedule in the coming week, requesting submissions from you and
from Ms. Silvia Burley on specific questions of fact and law relevant to the referred question.

Sincerely.

ety Bl Tinetd™
Assistant Secretary — Indian Affairs



CcC:
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Ms. Silvia Burley
10601 Escondido Place
Stockton, California 95212

Robert A. Rosette, Esq.
565 West Chandler Boulevard, Suite 212
Chandler, Arizona 85225

Roy Goldberg, Esq.

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP
1300 I Street, N.W., 11" Floor East
Washington, D.C. 20005-3314

Elizabeth Walker, Esq.
Walker Law LLC

429 North St. Asaph Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Kenneth D. Rooney

Trial Attorney

United States Department of Justice
Environment and Natural Resources Division
P.O. Box 663

Washington, D.C. 20044-0663

Mike Black, Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs
MS-4513-MIB

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Amy Dutschke, Director

Pacific Regional Office, Bureau of Indian Affairs

2800 Cottage Way, Room W-820
Sacramento, CA 95825

Troy Burdick, Superintendent

Filed 05/19/11

Central California Agency, Bureau of Indian Affairs

650 Capitol Mall, Suite 8-500
Sacramento, CA 95814
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