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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Central Czlifornia Agency
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J
Sacramento, CA 558154308
FEB -4 2000

Yakima K Dixie, Vice-Chairperson
Sheep Ranch Rancheria
P.O. Box 41

Sheep Ranch, California 95250
Dear Mr. Dixie:

This corespondence serves three purposes. First, we respond to concemns raised by
you and other persons purporting to be members of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria, during
a meeting held at the Central California Agency (Agency) on December 28, 1988.
Second, we respond to your delivery during the aforementioned meseting of the
"Constitution of the (Sheep (Ranch Rancheria) Miwok Indian Tribe of Califonia,”
purportedly adopted on December 11, 1999. Third, we give you notice of the meeting to
be heid on Tuesday, February 15, 2000, for the purpose of discussing further these
issues among the members of the Tribe.

Al ] of Fraud Rai at our Meseti 28, 1999

The concems raised at our meeting with you and other persons purported to be
members of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria (Tribe) center around allegations of fraud or
misconduct relative to the change in Tribal leadership during April and May 1999. You
provided us with, copies of two documents as support for your claims. The first
document appears to be a resolution of the General Council, where at a special meeting
held on April 20, 1999, the General Council accepted your resignation from the office of
Chairperson. The second document contains two letters from you to Silvia Burley
wherein you assert that you "cannot and will not (resign) as Chairman" but "do give (Ms.
Burley)...the right to act as a delegate to represent the Sheep Ranch Indian Rancheria.”
During our meeting, you also stated that within two weeks you would submit to the

not receive anything from you as of the date of this letter.

At the conclusion of our meeting, we agreed to review our records and provide you with
a response regarding your allegations. We also agreed that as a matter of protocol our
response would be shared with the person presently recognized by the Agency as the
Chairperson of the Tribe, Silvia Burley. We further agreed that our response would be
among the subjects of discussion at a future meeting with the Tribe.



Background

Prior to August 1998, the Agency recognized you as the Spokesperson of the Tribe.
This recognition was based upon the fact that you are a lineal descendant of the sole
distributee (your mother, Mabel Hodge Dixie) identified in the Plan for the Distribution of
the Assets of the Sheep Ranch Rancheria, as approved by the Associate Commissioner
of Indian Affairs on October 12, 1966. You are also one of the two remaining heirs
identified in the Order of Determination of Heirs issued on November 1, 1971, as
reaffirmed by subsequent Order issued on April 14, 1993. At that time, the whereabouts
of the other remaining heir (your brother Melvin Dixie) were unknown.

On August 5, 1998, as Spokesperson of the Tribe, you accepted as enrolled members
of the Tribe four persons: (1) Silvia Buriey, (2) her daughter Rashel Reznor, (3) her
daughter Anjelica Paulk, and (4) her granddaughter Tristian Wallace. The documents
evidencing your action do not state any restrictions upon the rights of these persons as
members of the Tribe. As such, we view these persons as members of the Tribe,
enjoying all benefits, privileges, rights, and responsibilities of Tribal membership. This
.includes the right to participate in the initial organization of the Tribe, provided that those
persons are eighteen years or older.

On September 8, 1998, and again on October 16, 1998, Agency staff met with you, Ms.
Burley, Ms. Reznor, and other interested parties (including representatives from
California Indian Legal Services) to discuss the group's interest in formally organizing
the Tribe. The group expressed an interest in proceeding and we agreed to provide
technical assistance to the group.

Generally, the initial issue to be addressed in the process of organizing an
"unterminated" Tribe is that of specifying those persons entitled to participate. The
position of the Agency on this subject is that, at a minimum, those persons entitled to
organize the Tribe are those persons now living and listed on either (1) the Distribution
Plan or (2) the Order of Determination of Heirs, and the lineal descendants of those
persons. As stated above, your August 5, 1558, enroliment action is viewed by the
Agency as extending to Ms. Burley and Ms. Reznor the right of participation. Thus, as
of that date, you, Ms. Burley, and Ms. Reznor formed the group of persons entitled to
participate in the organization of the Tribe.

We also recommended that the group consider eliciting the participation of descendants
of those persons listed on the Census of Sheepranch-Indians, as attached to the letter
by the Special Indian Agent, dated August 13, 1915, recommending the purchase of
land that would later become the Sheep Ranch Rancheria. At this time, we do not know
whether the group has formally considered this recommendation.






