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Ms Sihvia Burley

Dear Ms. Burley and My. Ditie:

The Buremy of Indian Affairs (BIA) remains committed to assist the California Valey Miwok
Tride (Tribe) (formerly Sheep Ranch Rancheria of the Me-Wuk Indians of California) in ks
effors to reorgasize a formal govanmental strocture that is represemtative of ali Miwek Indians
who ¢an cstablish a basis for their interest in the Tribe and is acceptable io the clear ruajority of
those Indiaps. We 2re wiiting you because of your daim of leadership of the Tribe

The Central Celifornia Agency (Apency) has besn meeting with both of you zad your
representetives for some time to Escuss issues 20d to offer assizance in your organizationsl
efforss for the Tribe. It & evident; bowever, thet the ongoing Jeadership dispute is at ax impesse
ard the likelibood of this imnpasse changing soon seems {o be remmote, Therefore, we renew oar
ofSer to assist the Tribe in the orgenizational process. Qur intention is not to interfre with the
Tribe's right te govern itself. Rather, we make this offer consistert with the well-established
principle thst the BLA has a responsibility to determine that it is with a government that
is representative of the Tribe as s whele. The anthority and responsibility to take this action
becomes evident omce there ig clear evidence that the dispute between competing leadership
fectioms, such as yours, thresiens 10 opedr the povermnent-to-covanment relaionship betweoen
e Tribe 2nd the United States.

The Agency, therefure, will pablish a notice of = seneral council meeting of the Tribe to be
sponsaved by the BIA in the newspapers within the Miwvok region Thos will inftiste the
recrgamization process. The notice shall invite the members of the Tribe and potential members
to t22 meeting where the members will discuss the issues and needs confronting the Tribe. We
bave used this sort of general council meeting approach m other instances 10 help tibes
reorganize when for varions reasons the tribes lacked en organized vibal government that
represented the entire membership.
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Tt sppears that you each have determined your membership critesia, and membership, and
developed consitutions or governing documents. We understand, bowever, you do nat agreson
i that are fundamental to the process of building an orgamized government. We
propose to discuss the following issues that are preventing you from moving forvead &8 s unified

tribes

form of government; :

adoption of 2 ¢constitution; :

organization under a federal statute (should the wibe decide to adopt 2 constitution

shousld the tribe adopt a constitution, what constitntion will be used: the Dixie or Boriey

constitution. combination of both, or another,

s detorminmg the censas where membership is =t limed i e, 1916 Sheep Ranch
Rarcheria census or other docoment;

s determining leadership of the tribg, Le., bolding 2 transitional election or agreeing to

some type of power sharing.

The geoerz! council first needs 10 derermine the type of govermzent your tribe will adopt. Tribes
do not atweys adOpt constinutions; some govers according 1o the tibe's tradition or have some
sort of power sharing in ar open participatory type of government. Next, the general coumcil
needs 10 agrss 10 the census or other documents that exeblishes the original members of the
Rancheria That census should be the starting point from which the tribe develops membership
citerie. The immediate goal is determining membership of the tribe. Once membarship is
established znd the general coundl determines the form of government, then the leadership
isspes can be resolv=d.

The Agency will coordinate the meeting by seciing the date, time, location and other
arracgements, but we would appreciate your sucgestions, date, time, Jocation, and possible
apenda ftems. The BIA offers the assistance of an independent observer/mediator to facilitste the
mecting of meetings. H!lmrﬁ!pmdfﬂ‘lheﬂgﬁty concerming your wilbingness to participate in
a2 mesting to discuss the issues in depth and begin the resolution process.

We vixy mech desire that yon both participate. We intend to cosduct 2 £ir and open process in
wiich supporters of each of you can participate and be heard We will proceed with this process,
however, cven if ope or both of you declines to participate,

Please comact Carel Rogers-Davis, Acting Tribal Operztions Cificer, Central Californis Agency,
ar {916) 8303764, 10 work with her on sctting up the mesting

s

o=  Director, PaciSec Region
Regiona! Soheitor
Director, Bureay of Indian Affairs
Assistemt Solicitor, Branch of Tribal Government & Alaska



